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ETHICS SERVICES FOR LAWYERS INVOLVED IN 

NONCLASS ACTION AGGREGATE SETTLEMENTS 
 

               
What is an aggregate settlement?  Broadly speaking, an aggregate settlement is 
one in which the terms of the settlement of the clients are interdependent.   
Interdependency can arise in various ways, particularly when the 
settlement requires approval of a certain percentage of claimants 
(“collective conditionality”) or when the allocation among the claimants is 
based on common criteria (“collective allocation”).  
 
Why does a law firm need ethics advice regarding nonclass aggregate settlements?   
Nonclass aggregate settlements involve complex ethical and practical 
issues.  In addition, such cases often (although not always) involve a large 
number of claimants and substantial amounts of money. Ethics advice is 
both useful and financially justified. For more information see Nathan M. 
Crystal, “Ethical Issues in Aggregate Settlements non-class action cases” 
Part I in South Carolina Lawyer, 8 (May 2012) and Part II, South 
Carolina Lawyer forthcoming (July 2012.) 
 
Contact us: Nathan Crystal, 6 Marbel Lane, Charleston, SC, 29403 
 843.628.7420 or nmcrystal@cgcfirm.com 
 

 
Crystal & Giannoni-Crystal, LLC, through its ethics partner Nathan M. 
Crystal* offers:   

 
• Advice regarding the scope of aggregate settlements; 

 
• Review and advice regarding terms of engagement agreements, with 

particular focus on provisions that are necessary or desirable with regard to 
aggregate settlements; 

 
• Advice dealing with communication to clients about aggregate settlement 

negotiations and the terms of any aggregate settlement; 
 

• Assistance with regard to compliance with the state version of Model Rule 
1.8(g) governing aggregate settlements; 

 
• Advice with regard to the propriety of practice restrictions provisions in any 

proposed settlement agreement; 
 

• Advice regarding any conflict issues that arise in aggregate settlements, in 
particular negotiation of terms of payment of fees by the opposing party; 

 
• Review and advice regarding ethical propriety of claims administration 

systems, whether established in-house or provided through outside 
administrators; 

 
• As an ancillary business activity, CGC will assist law firms in hiring and 

evaluating the services of outside claims administrators. 
 

Fees?   Each case is unique in terms of the needs of the law firm employing our 
services and the scope of those services.  We offer a variety of fee arrangements 
to meet your needs. 
 
*Nathan M. Crystal (SC, GA) 
He has been an ethics scholar, practising lawyer, expert witness and counsellor for more than forty 
years. He has authored a major treatise on professional ethics and he writes a bimonthly column 
entitled “Ethics Watch” in the SC Lawyer. For more information about Professor Crystal see 
www.cgcfirm.com and www.nathancrystal.com 

 


